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majestically standing with the firm determination that death
in the discharge in one's own Dharma will bring Sreyas. He
is also alloted an elevated place on the hill overlooking the
temple. He is given priority in worship. Even the
Dhawajorohanti. of Kannappa is celebrated on a day prior to
that of SriKalahasteeswara at the time of Brahmotsava. The
second verse has thus been excellently expounded.
The third verse refers to "Asurya nama te loka"
enveloped in blinding darkness into which shall pass
whatsoever people slay the self and they are caught in the
stream of life and death. The ignorant people who forget
the ever present self are referred to as "slayers of self. We
have the story of Narkeera and what he had done was
nothing but slaying of self.
The fourth and the fifth verses can be translated as
below:
The Self is motionless, one swifter than the mind; the
Gods do not reach it as it speeds ahead of them; it overtakes
others that run, though itself standing still; by it Matarishvan
(the all pervading air) supports the activities of all the living
beings. (The element water).
The Atman moves and it moves not. It is far and it is
near. It is within all this and it is also outside all this.
These two verses give in matchless words the
description of the Supreme in terms of its qualities.
Anejadekam manaso javeeyo.....  Tadhavatho-anyan-athyaethi
thistat----the meaning of these very difficult thoughts
reveals itself when one stands before the Vayu Linga. Atman
or Self is motionless as it is all-pervasive and it is swifter
than mind for the Reality is already there by the time our
thoughts could reach the spot. By denying motion and
asserting speed, the Rishis are explaining the magnitude
and implications of the first mantra, Isavasyam. The Self, like
Vayu (air), is not only all pervasive but also the very
substance and dynamism in all movements and the very